Press report:

"BRIDGEBUILDER - TONI EL SUIZO"

  Public meeting "Bridgebuilder - Toni El Suizo" with Toni Rüttimann in Prague on 28th May 2009, 7.30pm in the Municipal Library of Prague, is following Toni's presentations, held in Italy, Switzerland, United Kingdom (IPMA World Congress, SUPSI, LHS, University of Zürich, HSM, …). Meeting is co-organized with the Municipal Library of Prague. Entry is free.

  Toni Rüttimann "Toni El Suizo", forty one years old, of Swiss Citizenship, polyglot, can be considered a Saint of the modern times, a second Saint Francis. He has not got a home; he only owns two small bags. One is for his personal effects, the second one for his suspension bridge building. Toni helps the more destitute people to build or re-build their own bridges to link up two sides of a river after a hurricane, an earthquake, a war event. Till today Toni Rüttimann has build in South America and in South-East Asia more than 440 suspension bridges.

  As part of the "Bridgebuilder - Toni El Suizo" presentation two Czech cellists, sister and brother Anna Brikciusová & František Brikcius (Duo Brikcius) will premiere composition "Mosty / Bridges" for two cellos written and dedicated by Czech composer and organist Irena Kosíková to Toni Rüttimann. More information available on websites http://www.Brikcius.com .

Co-organiser: Municipal Library of Prague, Partner: Tiskap, Media partner: Expats.cz
Source: http://www.Brikcius.com, http://www.MLP.cz, http://www.iKosik.com
Photo, invitation, poster, banners & press kit"Bridgebuilder - Toni El Suizo":

http://www.Brikcius.com/Images/Poster.Bridgebuilder.jpg
http://www.Brikcius.com/Doc/PressKit/Bridgebuilder.uk.doc
http://www.Brikcius.com/Images/Banner.Bridgebuilder.700x90.gif
http://www.Brikcius.com/Images/Banner.Bridgebuilder.250x90.gif
Bridgebuilderstories mailing list: http://mailman.ti-edu.ch/mailman/listinfo/bridgebuilderstories
Programme:

"BRIDGEBUILDER - TONI EL SUIZO"

Toni Rüttimann: A life for the bridges - a bridge for life (in Czech)

by

Toni El Suizo

Irena Kosíková: Mosty / Bridges (2009) for two cellos - premiere

Anna Brikciusová - Cello (Duo Brikcius)

František Brikcius - Cello (Duo Brikcius)

Prague 28th May 2009, 7.30pm, Municipal Library of Prague (Malý sál, Mariánské nám 1, Praha 1)
CV:

Bridgebuilder - Toni al Suizo

Toni Rüttimann - the Bridgebuilder

s  Toni Rüttimann - Toni El Suizo  (the Swiss) - as the peasants call him in Latin America, forty one years old, bridgebuilder, of Swiss Citizenship, polyglot. Or as the Times in London has defined him, one of the world’s more elusive heroes. He has not got a home, he carries all he needs in two small bags. One is for his personal effects, the second one for his suspension bridgebuilding. Toni helps the more destitute people to build or re-build their own bridges, often after a hurricane, an earthquake, a war event.

  The story began after seeing on TV the images of a horrible earthquake in Ecuador. Toni, at the age of nineteen, in the same night of graduating from high-school, left Switzerland to go and help the victims. He had no idea how to help, didn’t know the language, and nobody was waiting for him. Finally, in the disaster area he sees the need of the people to cross a river, desperate without a bridge that can make the difference between death and life. To help the people with bridges becomes his life’s reason to be lived. So begins his journey of 22 years, guided only by the need of the people and the forces of nature. Often just following earthquakes, floods, hurricanes he passed through Ecuador, Colombia, Honduras, Mexico all the way to Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam and now Burma.

  Along the way he builds up local bridgebuilder teams, and supplies them with material from an incredible solidarity chain around him. Used steel wire rope from the Swiss cableways, the steel pipes from pipeline companies and national oil companies, transports and other materials are all offered to him free of charge. People on the spot build on his instructions.

  Until today Toni and his local teams have built 440 bridges, serving over one million peasants in Latin America and Southeast Asia. He does it for free, and totally independently.

  He speaks with simplicity, smiles and shows his stories of the bridges, over which pass people smiling and singing, too. The bridges of love and we would say of happiness. Come and hear this inspiring story!

For more join Bridgebuilderstories mailing list: 

http://mailman.ti-edu.ch/mailman/listinfo/bridgebuilderstories
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